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THE MAI ANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHTRCH 




Department of Ecumenical Relations 


President 

His Grace Zachariah Mar Nicholovos 
Metropolitan of Northeast American Diocese 
Ph: +1 718 4709844 

Email: Diocesa nMetropoli tanmail .com 


Secretary 
Fr. Abraham Thomas 
Ph: +91 9846767680 
Email: ecumenicahcmalankaraorlhtHloxchurch.in 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 12, 2018 


STATEMENT 

The Malankara Cluirch, under the spiritual patronage of His Holiness Moran Mar Baselios 
Marthoma Paulose II. the Fathers of the Holy Synod, the archpriests, priests, deacons, monastics and 
faithful people have fervently prayed with tears, for peace in the Church of Christ. The Department 
of Ecumenical Relations of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, out rightly dismisses the false 
news which suggests the Malankara Church, is against any form of mediation or peace talks with 
the Jacobite faction. 

The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church seeks to fulfill the High Priestly prayer of our Lord “that 
they all may be one...” (John 17:21) and ensure there is peace and unity in the Church. This has 
been made evident in the written statements as released by the Holy Synod of the Malankara Church. 
In the recent time, the Primates of our sister Oriental Orthodox Churches in the Middle East have 
offered their assistance by being mediators for peace in the Malankara Church. In a fraternal letter 
dated July 27, 2018, His Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Paulose II, the Caiholicos of the East & 
Malankara Metropolitan offered a response to the love, and concern of his brother Primates. 

In that letter. His Holiness highlighted the “glorious time of peace between 1958 and 1970” the 
Malankara Church enjoyed. This cherished peace however, shattered like glass due to the 
intervention of Patriarchate of Antioch, which was solely caused by the triangulation of people with 
vested interests in the Jacobite faction. His Holiness went on to write: “...the creation of the parallel 
system has resulted in a series of litigations. In 1995 our Church had a favourable order from the 
apex court of the Republic of India in favour of us. This was followed by exchange of letters between 
our Catholicos. His Holiness Baselios Mathews II and the Patriarch, His Holiness Ignatius Zaka 
Iwas. The peace initiatives were jeopardized by the parallel administrative system. The patriarchal 
faction has gone to the court and thus the legal suits continued." 

The Primates of the Oriental Orthodox Churches were informed of the final verdict of the Honorable 
Supreme Court of India which was issued on July 3,2017. Not only were Their Holinesses informed, 
they were also given a summary of the verdict, and also the complete text of the Supreme Court 
Verdict. 
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Executive Secretary : Fr. Aswin Fernandis fernyash*Cfirnail.com +91 9496021530 


Address: Catholicate Palace, Devalokam P.O., (via) Muttamhalam, Kottayam, Kerala -686004, INDIA. 
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In addition to this, a brief write up by the Reverend Father Dr. K. M. George. Principal Emeritus of 
the Orthodox Theological Seminary, was sent to them. This write up depicted a chronology of the 
Malankara Church’s relation with the Syriac Orthodox Church. Copies of all communique between 
the Syriac Orthodox Patriarchate and theCatholicateof the East, from March 2014 to date were also 
sent as references to the Primates. 

As the Malankara Church strongly feels final verdict of the Honorable Supreme Court of India paves 
the road to long lasting peace, it is not necessary to exhaust on further dialogue. An olive branch of 
dialogue had been offered to the Syriac Orthodox Patriarchate stating: “dialogue would be based on 
the 1934 Constitution and the order of the Honorable Supreme Court on July 3, 2017.” 
Unfortunately, we have yet to receive reciprocation of this offer. 

His Holiness Baselios Paulose II echoed the dream of the Primates of the Oriental Orthodox 
Churches, that the Malankara Church must be united as one in our Apostolic faith. This unity must 
be preserved according to the order called for by the 1934 Constitution of the Malankara Orthodox 
Syrian Church. This constitutional framework fulfills the exhortation of Saint Paul “all things be 
done decently and in order” (I Corinthians 14:40). 

The Department of Ecumenical Relations of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church echoes the 
words of His Holiness the Catholicos of the East, and the Fathers of the Holy Synod: we remain 
committed to the call for one united Malankara Church, as envisioned by Christ our High Priest, and 
as clearly prescribed by the verdict of the Honorable Supreme Court of India as issued on July 3, 
2017. We will continue to offer our unceasing prayer that peace will triumph in Body of Christ. We 
continue to look forward to the day that there will be true peace and unbreakable unity in the 
Malankara Church. 
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Zachariah Nicholovos, Metropolitan 

President of the Department of Ecumenical Relations 

Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church 
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a£)OD 2J(j30QJ0d^o 6310310)00)00) (3 0)l31d, 6DO0)^OQ)J6)S 00)100) (00)^ 00)20 

(0TO)1(O3 2J<Pd6)J(TT)0)1(3J (11636)0 2JCY11J (0)0000, ‘00)1008?’ ‘00)1(B300T a0(TT) (00)00 
0Q)65B(/3 00)3^0 g00) (300)100)0) 20(3 0003(11OOlOO)OOQ)l0J(TT)J. (BO)0(110 <DO30a_|0S 
(D)j6363 630J 00)1(0)(.00) 600(0)0(00)00)Jo, 00)1(0)LOO) 6DC0)^o3 0O)6(B(D)(D)Jo (i_IJ3l1 
(Bc£0o§1(o3 20(3 3 lciioooocBcro^ocroj 06D6O2oojo, 20(3 co0(o3aioo1oo)jo aileoaiooo 
0nJ(D)(O)l0JOOOJ. (.dl00)(0)^0OOld 63 J6) S 20(.(0)231, OO)2J(i0(O0)l0Cl3 00)2(0) QlldOO) 
00(00)100Jo 00(2(110(0)3000(O0)1(T)Jo (00)01(0V2O(D)1Sj00 (Ul(UlO) 0oCO6OBC^c90 (o_IOL3 
2ld (Hl3^06^000)o, 6DoC0lo3d ClTl3^06^000)o, oJ(.(O)LoJ(11(3(O0)OOo, (00^|Sl, (.<^-1^00 
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(00)1003 00)200)0) (B26U31 c9d^ 1(03, (oJ(B0)^d1^j dl>o9d1, 0)0000)001030020(3(7)60303 
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f HOLY MATRIMONY’ Book Released 

The book 'Holy Matrimony' which is third in the series of 'the study of 
sacraments' by Bodhana Publications, was released by handing over a copy 
of the book by H.G.Dr. Youhanon Mar Diascorous to Fr.Dr.Reji Mathew, 
former principal of STOTS. The Book Release was done at the STOTS' 
faculty fellowship held at Pampady Dayara during the Summer Vacation 
on May 23rd. The series is an initiative by STOTS, Nagpur involving books 
on the study of various sacraments. This particular book is focused on the 
sacrament of Holy Matrimony. 
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FIRST DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
11 - 09-2018 



FR. JOHN KOSHY VAIDYAN 

KADUVATHOTTATHIL 

KIZHAKKETHERUVU P.O., KOTTARAKKARA 

(May 1 , 1950 - September 11, 2017) 

Founding Vicar St. Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church 

Atlanta, USA 

(ZK/olaOD <a>;r»c/a<d>«j(d.Y]l tj 
gyD fB»5iaJDfnicmce)j<S) ajism^o-rnoino anSGfwauroo" 

First Year Memorial service to be conducted on 
September 15, 2018 at St Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church, Atlanta 
by H.G Dr. Geevarghese Mac Yulios Metropolitan 
4055 RivcriiljiikGiijcIc, Suvvanec, Georgia, USA 
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